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Speaking on the launch, Uday Bhojani, PCT Magazine Founder of B2B IT =
Market said, “The Indian IT channel market is highly fragmented with over Computer and Printer
100,000 resellers spread across 3,000 towns and cities.
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ASIRT GELEBRATES 14 YEARS OF EXGELLENGE;
FELIGITATES AGPL 7 GHAMPIONS AND PARTNERS

%™

ASIRT

PARTNER

PROGRESS
The Association of System
Integrators and Retailers in
Technology (ASIRT) marked
a significant milestone—14
years of strengthening India’s
technology partner
ecosystem—with a grand
evening of celebration,
recognition, and
camaraderie. The event also
honored participants of the
highly successful ASIRT
Cricket Premier League
(ACPL) - Season 7,
reaffirming ASIRT’s
commitment to community
building beyond technology.
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The evening commenced
with a special felicitation
ceremony recognizing team
owners, captains, and
sponsors whose
contributions made ACPL 7 a
resounding success. Enjay,
the Title Sponsor of ACPL 7,
was specially honored for its
continued, unwavering
support in elevating the
tournament's stature.

One of the proudest moments
of the evening was
welcoming the ACPL 7
champions, AXISY, and
runners-up, Mumbai Data
Recovery, back on stage.
Their achievements were met
with enthusiastic applause as

L AL g

members relived the
tournament's thrilling
highlights.

A key highlight of the
celebration was the
ceremonial cake cutting
marking ASIRT’s 14th
anniversary. The founders of
ASIRT shared reflections on
the association’s
journey—from its inception
with a clear vision to its
evolution into a strong,
credible, and respected
platform for system
integrators and technology
retailers. Their insights
reinforced ASIRT’s continued
focus on collaboration,
growth, and long-term value

.\'

ﬂll l

creation for its members.
Adding a dose of
entertainment to the evening,
a noted stand-up captivated
the audience with his sharp

mimicry, engaging
storytelling, and impeccable
comic timing.

The celebrations concluded
on a high note, with music and
a lively DJ set, as members
took to the dance floor,
bringing the evening to a
vibrant, energetic close.

The event stood as a
testament to ASIRT’s 14-year
journey and its enduring role
in strengthening
relationships, enabling
collaboration, and fostering

partner ecesystem
The Association of System
Integrators and Retailers in
Technology (ASIRT) is a
leading industry body
dedicated to fostering
collaboration, growth, and
knowledge sharing among
system integrators and

technology retailers across
India. For more information,
visit www.asirt.in

OPENAI SHARES NEW SAFEGUARD PLANS TO PROTEGT

TEENAGERS AND USERS FAGING EMOTIONAL DISTRESS

OpenAl has shared plans to
better protect ChatGPT users
facing emotional distress, as
well as teenagers interacting
with its artificial intelligence
(Al) models, on Tuesday. The
San Francisco-based Al firm
highlighted that it has started
partnering with experts and
including measures within the
platform to assist and guide
users in a sensitive moment.
The company plans to make
significant progress within the
next 120 days.

OpenAl highlighted that its
reasoning-focused models,
such as GPT-5 and 03, have
been trained with a
"deliberative alignment"
technique, which allows it to
consistently follow and apply
safety guidelines.

OpenAl Shares Plans to
Make ChatGPT a Safer
Experience

In a blog post, the Al firm said
that it is improving its large
language models (LLMs) to
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recognise and respond to
signs of mental and emotional
distress, which will be guided
by the input of a team of
experts. Notably, the
announcement from OpenAl
comes after ChatGPT was
involved in two tragic
incidents where people lost
their lives. In the first incident,
a teenager committed suicide
after confiding in ChatGPT for
months, and in the second, a
56-year-old man committed
suicide after killing his
mother.

These incidents have raised
concerns about whether Al
companies are doing enough
to ensure that the chatbots do
not encourage or agree with
users who might be having an
emotionally charged moment
or have mental health issues.
Acknowledging the situation,
OpenAl said it has started
taking steps in four key areas:
Interventions for people in
crisis, making it easier to
reach emergency services
and getting help from experts,
enabling connections to

trusted contacts, and
strengthening protections for
teenagers. The Al giant said
that it has started convening a
council of experts in youth
development, mental health,
and human-computer
interaction, who will help
shape a “clear, evidence-
based vision for how Al can
support people's well-being
and help them thrive.” With
their input, the company will
design new safeguards, such
as improved parental
controls. The council will also
advise OpenAl on product,
research, and policy
decisions. Alongside the
experts, the council will also
include a pool of more than
250 physicians who have
practised in 60 countries.
Calling them the company's
Global Physician Network,
OpenAl said these members
have already worked with the
company on its health bench
evaluations. “Their input

directly informs our safety
research, model training, and
other interventions, helping
us to quickly engage the right
specialists when needed.”
Apart from this, the company
also plans to use its real-time
router (which was released
with the launch of the GPT-5
models), to switch to a
reasoning model whenever
its system detects a sensitive
conversation showing signs
of acute distress.

OpenAl is also planning to
improve the parental controls
of ChatGPT to ensure
teenagers are better
protected by next month. With
this, parents will be able to
link their account with their
teen's account via a simple
email invitation, control how
the chatbot responds to
teens, manage which
features to disable, and
receive notifications when the
system detects their teen in a
moment of distress.
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RAY-BAN META OPTIGS STYLES LAUNCHED AS META’S
FIRST PRESGRIPTION-FOGUSSED SMART GLASSES

Meta announced the
expansion of its Al-powered
smart glasses lineup with the
launch of Ray-Ban Meta
Optics Styles on Tuesday.
The smart glasses are the
optical-first styles from the
company designed for
prescription wearers.
Developed in partnership with
EssilorLuxottica, the new
lineup marks a continuation of
the companies' multi-year
collaboration, following the
earlier introduction of Ray-
Ban Meta glasses, Oakley
Meta Glasses, and Meta Ray-
Ban Display models.
Ray-Ban Meta Optics Styles
Price, Availability

The new lineup includes Ray-
Ban Meta Blayzer Optics
(Gen 2) and Ray-Ban Meta
Scriber Optics (Gen 2). They
are priced at $499 (roughly
Rs. 41,500). The glasses will
be available for pre-order in
the US starting March 31, with
sales beginning April 14
across Ray-Ban stores, Ray-
Ban.com, and select
EssilorLuxottica retail outlets
such as LensCrafters and
Sunglass Hut.

As per Meta, the smart
glasses will also be sold
across multiple global
markets, including the UK,
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Canada, Australla, Europe,
and the UAE. Expansion to
countries like Brazil, Mexico,
and India is expected later
this year.

Ray-Ban Meta Optics Styles
Features, Specifications

The new Ray-Ban Meta
Optics Styles are designed
with a focus on comfort and
customisation, the company
explained in a blog post. The
frames feature a slimmer
design, interchangeable nose
pads, overextension hinges
with an additional 10-degree
rotation, and adjustable
temple tips for a more
personalised fit.

Both Blayzer Optics and
Scriber Optics frames
support a wide range of
lenses, including single-
vision, progressive, and

Transitions lenses. According
to Meta, this means users can
switch between indoor and

outdoor environments
without changing frames.

On the performance front, the
Ray-Ban Meta Optics Styles
retain core smart features
seen in earlier models. They
are equipped with a 12-
megapixel camera, which can
capture photos and record
videos in 3K resolution. There
is also a six-microphone
system for improved audio
recording and clearer calls.
Users can listen to music and
podcasts via platforms like
Spotify and Amazon Music,
take calls, send messages,
and interact with Meta Al
using voice commands.

A new dedicated action
button allows quick access to

Meta Al and enables users to
capture content or trigger
shortcuts instantly. The Al
assistant can understand
context, respond to queries,
and assist with tasks based
onwhatusers see.

In addition to the new Ray-
Ban Meta Optics Styles, the
company is introducing new
seasonal colour options,
including Shiny Transparent
Grey (Wayfarer), Shiny
Transparent Peach (Skyler),
and Matte Transparent Peach
(Headliner) for Ray-Ban Meta
(Gen 2). New colour and lens
combinations are also being
rolled out for Oakley Meta
models, including support for
Prizm Transitions lenses for
adaptive lighting conditions.
New Meta Al Features

Meta says it is continuing to
expand Al capabilities across
its smart glasses lineup with
upcoming software updates.
It is introducing a new
nutrition tracking feature that
will allow users to log meals
using voice prompts or
photos. Meta Al can extract
key details and offer
personalised insights over
time.

Support for hands-free
WhatsApp summaries is also
in the rollout stage. As the

name suggests, the feature
enables users to ask Meta Al
for quick recaps of
conversations or specific
details. The company says
processing is handled on-
device and is protected by
end-to-end encryption.

Other upcoming features
include Neural Handwriting,
which allows users to write
messages using finger
gestures on surfaces, and
display recording, which can
combine in-lens visuals, real-
world footage, and audio into
shareable videos. Meta is
also expanding pedestrian
navigation across US cities,
offering turn-by-turn
directions directly in the
user's field of view.

The aforementioned features
will be available on various
Ray-Ban Meta smart glasses
in the coming months.

Technology is
important because it
creates the future.
We’re able to be a part

gf the ‘next’ and create
tﬁings that don’t exist.

- M. C. Hammer
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DISPLAY, AMD & INTEL GPU 0PTIONS LAUNGHED

Nvidia is now rolling out a
major update to its Deep
Learning Super Sampling
(DLSS) 4.5. The new update
brings a 6X multi-frame
generation feature, which
creates multiple Al-powered
frames for every natively
rendered frame. Additionally,
a separate dynamic multi-
frame generation capability
has also been added that
helps supported games reach
target frames when being
played at a higher refresh
rate. Interestingly, the update
comes ahead of Nvidia's
planned release of DLSS 5,
which has received mixed
feedback from consumers
after the preview video was
released.

Nvidia Releases DLSS 4.5
Update

In a newsroom post, the tech
giant announced the release
of the new DLSS 4.5 update,
which is now rolling out to the
Nvidia app beta. The biggest
improvement in the update is
the improvement to the multi-
frame generation capability.
Unlike the previous
generation's 4X multiplier, it
can now generate 6X frames.

This means the feature
generates five additional Al-
powered frames for every
natively rendered one on the
GeForce RTX 50 Series
GPUs. The company says it
increases 4K frame rates in
path-traced titles by up to 35
percent, while creating
minimal impact to
responsiveness. This, the

| company says, will let users
make the most out of their 4K
240Hz OLED gaming
displays.

Another feature, the dynamic
multi-frame generation, is
aimed at adding extra frames
while the user plays a high
refresh rate game. So, when
users are playing games at
120Hz, 144Hz, 240Hz, or
higher refresh rates, the
feature will generate the
missing frames to hit the
target frames. Nvidia says
this will bring parity between
image quality and
responsiveness.

Coming with the update is
also a new DLSS frame
generation model that
improves in-game user
interfaces by incorporating
additional game engine data.

This is currently only
available in select titles. This
is said to bring quality
improvements to mini maps,
on-screen user interface
elements, and other areas
with the Nvidia GeForce RTX
40 Series and 50 Series
GPUs.

Currently, some of the games
that support these features
include Battlefield 6,
Borderlands 4, Dragon Age:
The Veilguard, EA Sports F1
25, God of War: Ragnarok,
Hogwarts Legacy, Indiana
Jones and the Great Circle,
Marvel's Spider-Man 2,
Monster Hunter Wilds, Star
Wars Outlaws, The Elder
Scrolls IV: Oblivion
Remastered, and The Outer
Worlds 2.

GOOGLE Al PRO PLAN UPGRADED WITH 5TB GLOUD STORAGE

AGROSS DRIVE, PHOTOS APPS AT NO ADDITIONAL GOST

Google on Thursday
announced that it is
upgrading the benefits of its
Google Al Pro subscription
plan. Subscribers enrolled in
the plan will now enjoy higher
bundled cloud storage at no
additional cost, the company
said. The update is now
rolling out to users and
significantly enhances the
value of the Al-focused
subscription, which already
includes access to Google's
latest artificial intelligence
(Al) tools along with cloud
storage benefits across its
ecosystem.

More Cloud Storage With
Google Al Pro

With the latest update,
subscribers to the Google Al
Pro plan will now receive 5TB
of cloud storage, up from the
previous 2TB limit. The
update was announced by

Al PRO PLAN

Google One head Shimrit
Ben-Yair in a post on X. This
expanded storage can be
used across Google services
like Google Drive, Gmail, and
Google Photos.

The increased cloud space is
expected to benefit users with
a huge volume of content on
their phones, including

videos, and
documents.

The increase, notably, comes
at no extra charge, meaning
the plan continues to be
priced at Rs. 1,950 per month
or Rs. 19,500 per year in
India. The added storage is
expected to benefit users

working with large Al-

images,

generated content such as
videos, images, and
documents, which can
quickly consume storage
space.

Gadgets 360 staff can confirm
that the expanded cloud
storage is now reflected in
Google Drive, Photos, and
other Google services. It is
available to both paid
subscribers as well as those
who are enrolled via the
Google Student Offer and
Jio's complimentary Al Pro
subscription.

Google Al Pro Plan Benefits,
Features

Google's Al Pro plan provides
access to the Gemini and
Deep Research on Gemini Al
models. Subscribers can
utilise video generation with
the help of the tech giant's
latest Veo video generation
model, along with an

increased limit for creating
images to videos with Veo 2 in
Whisk. As per the company, it
will also grant limited access
toVeo 3 Faston VertexAl.
Students also get 1,000
monthly Al credits, which can
be used to fulfil text, image,
and video generation queries
across the Flow and Whisk
platforms. Google says it also
offers up to five times higher
limits for creating Audio
Overviews, notebooks, and
more in NotebookLM. Along
with this, you also get access
to Gemini in Google's suite of
apps, such as Docs, Sheets,
and Slides.

Apart from the Al features, the
Google Al Pro plan now also
includes 5TB of cloud storage
across Google Drive, Gmail,
and Google Photos, up from
the previous 2TB limit.

GRITIGAL INFRA HONEYWELL GGTVS

VULNERABLE TO AUTH BYPASS FLAW

The U.S. Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security
Agency (CISA)is warning of a
critical vulnerability in multiple
Honeywell CCTV products
that allows unauthorized
access to feeds or account
hijacking.

Discovered by researcher
Souvik Kanda and tracked as
CVE-2026-1670, the security
issue is classified as “missing
authentication for critical
function,” and received a
crtical severity score of 9.8.
The flaw allows an
unauthenticated attacker to
change the recovery email
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address associated with a
device account, enabling
account takeover and
unauthorized access to
camera feeds.

“The affected product is
vulnerable to an
unauthenticated APl endpoint
exposure, which may allow
an attacker to remotely
change the "forgot password"
recovery email address,”
CISAsays.

According to the security
advisory, CVE-2026-1670
impacts the following models:
¢ |-HIB2PI-UL 2MP IP
6.1.22.1216

¢ SMB NDAA MVO-3

¢+ WDR_2MP_32M_PTZ_
v2.0

¢ PTZ WDR 2MP 32M

¢+ WDR_2MP_32M_PTZ_
v2.0

¢ 25M IPC WDR_2MP_32M
PTZ v2.0

Honeywell is a major global
supplier of security and
video surveillance
equipment with a broad
range of CCTV camera
models and related products
deployed in commercial,
industrial, and critical
infrastructure settings
worldwide.

The company offers many
NDAA-compliant cameras
that are suitable for
deployment in U.S.
government agencies and
federal contractors.

The specific model families
named in CISA’s advisory are
mid-level video surveillance
products used in small to
medium business
environments, offices, and
warehouses, some of which
may be part of critical
facilities.

CISA stated that as of
February 17th there were no
known reports of public

exploitation specifically
targeting this vulnerability.
Nonetheless, the agency
recommends minimizing
network exposure of control
system devices, isolating
them behind firewalls, and
using secure remote access
methods such as updated
VPN solutions when remote
connectivity is necessary.
Honeywell has not published
an advisory on CVE-2026-
1670, but users are advised
to contact the company’s
support team for patch
guidance.
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HIKVISION GAMING STORAGE SERIES:
ENGINEERED TO ELEVATE GAME PERFORMANGE

Consumer PCIE 4.0 NVMe M.2 SSD

G4000

High-Performance Storage for PCs and Workstation

nt

al Control

The HIKVISION Gaming
Storage Series provides
specialized storage and
memory products designed to
meet the demanding needs of
today’s gamers. The series
includes the G4000E PCle
4.0 SSD, G4000 PCle 4.0
SSD, and U100 RGB DDRA4.
Each productis engineered to
deliver superior speed,
effective cooling, and visual
customization.

G4000 SSD Delivers Elite

Level Speed

Built for high intensity gaming
and content creation, the
G4000 SSD achieves read
speeds of up to 7450 MB/s via
PCle 4.0. Available in
capacities up to 2TB, it
ensures quick load times and
smooth operation. The
product is supported by an
efficient thermal
management system that
prevents overheating.
G4000E SSD Balances

-

&

HIKVISION

Speed with Reliability

The G4000E SSD utilizes
PCle 4.0 technology to
deliver sequential read
speeds of up to 5100 MB/s
and offers storage capacities
of up to 2TB. Its advanced
heat dissipation design
maintains stable
performance over extended
gaming sessions, providing a
dependable storage option

Consumer PCle 4.0 NVMe M.2 SSD

Not Only High Performance With New Technology

»

/ INTELLIGENT STORALE

igh
andwidth

foreveryday gaming.

U100 RGB DDR4 Combines
Style and Performance

The U100 RGB DDR4
features dynamic RGB
lighting and supports speeds
of up to 3200MHz. Designed
for easy overclocking, it offers
both visual customization and
consistent high frequency
performance. This makes it
ideal for gamers who value
aesthetics and speed.

Each product in the series

HIKVISION

U100 DDR4 RGB
Made for Overclocking

erclocking

focuses on enhancing the
gaming experience. The
G4000E SSD, G4000 SSD,
and U100 DDR4 are all
developed with an emphasis
on real world gaming
scenarios and long term
reliability. The HIKVISION
Gaming Storage Series is
designed to empower gamers
globally, delivering enhanced
performance and reliability
through trusted official channels
and partner networks.

APPLE UPDATES MAGBOOK SHOPPING FLOW WITH

ABILITY TO GONFIGURE GHIP, DISPLAY SIZE AND MORE

Apple has silently updated its
online store to simplify the
process of buying a Mac. The
change is aimed at reducing
complexity during checkout
by eliminating the complexity
of Mac configurations that
users face during the buying
process. The updated Apple
Store website now guides
them through their Mac or
MacBook purchases in a
step-by-step manner, similar
to how iPhone and iPad
models are currently sold on
the online store.

Mac Purchases Simplified

Up until now, the traditional

process of buying a Mac
involved navigating through
multiple configuration
options, such as processor,
memory, storage, and, on a
single page. For buyers who
were not technically very
proficient, it made a simple
purchase highly complex.
The Cupertino-based tech
giant has now designed the
Mac purchase flow to
prioritise simplicity (via
MacWorld). Instead of
presenting all configuration
options at once, the updated
interface allows customers to
first select a base model. After

that, they can choose the
colour, processor variant, and
power option. The
subsequent customisation
options include the amount of
unified memory, SSD
storage, the type of stand,
and Ethernet capabilities.
The updated Apple Store
interface also presents
compatible accessories, like
the Magic Keyboard and
Magic Mouse. Creators who
use Apple's suite of apps can
bundle Final Cut Pro and
Logic Pro licenses via the
page, and it will come pre-
installed on their Mac.

As users move through each
step, the prices update
dynamically to reflect how the
selected upgrades affect the
final cost of the Mac. This
eliminates the need to
compare different
configurations and their
prices manually.

The rest of the checkout
process remains the same.
Customers are still shown an
estimated time of delivery and
pick-up options before the
payment, enabling them to
receive their purchase at their
convenience. Apple's
updated approach mirrors the

iPhone and iPad buying
process, where users can
simply select a model, colour,
and storage capacity, before
checkout.

If customers require help with
their purchase, they can avail
of Apple's ‘Shop with a
Specialist over Video'
services. It connects them
with knowledgeable Apple
Specialists over a video call to
get personalised buying
recommendations, compare
different product models, see
available purchase options,
and learn more about Apple
devices.

AGER TRAVELLITE ESSENTIAL SERIES WITH 14”
DISPLAY, AMD & INTEL GPU OPTIONS LAUNGHED

Acer has introduced its
TravellLite Essential series
laptops in India. The lineup
features a durable aluminium
build and comes with CPU
options from both Intel Core
and AMD Ryzen. The Acer
Travellite Essential laptops
sport a 14-inch display with
an 82 percent screen to body
ratio and a 180-degree hinge,
allowing flexible viewing
angles. They are equipped
with a 36Whr battery, which is
claimed to offer up to eight
hours of usage on a single

charge.

Acer TravellLite Essential
Series Price in India

Pricing for the Acer TravellLite
Essential series starts at Rs.
32,999 for the base variant. It
comes in a single Obsidian
Black finish and will be
available for purchase via
Acer's exclusive stores, Acer
authorised resellers, and
Aceronline store.

Acer TravelLite Essential
Series Specifications

The company says that the
Acer TravelLite Essential

series is available with an
Intel's 13th Gen Core i5-
1334U or an AMD Ryzen 5
7430U, and both models are

equipped with integrated
graphics. They ship with
Windows 11 Home and

feature a 14-inch Full-HD
(1,080%1,920 pixels) IPS anti-
glare display. The screen
offers an 82 percent screen-
to-body ratio, 250 nits of peak
brightness, and a 180-degree
hinge.

For video calls, the Acer
TravelLite Essential series is

equipped with an HD webcam
and a built-in privacy shutter.
You get up to 1TB PCle SSD
storage and up to 32GB
DDR4 RAM.

The lineup has dual stereo
speakers as well. For
connectivity, the Ilaptops
feature Bluetooth 5.2, Wi-Fi 6,
HDMI 1.4, USB 3.2 Type-A
and Type-C ports, RJ45 LAN,
MicroSD card reader, and a 2-
in-1 audio combo jack.

The Acer Travellite Essential
series houses a 36Wh three-
cell Li-ion battery with support

for fast charging. They are
advertised to deliver up to
eight hours of battery life on a
single charge. The laptops
boast an aluminium finish
along with a lightweight build
that makes them easy to
carry.

The laptops are equipped
with a spill-resistant keyboard
and has a trusted platform
module (TPM) 2.0 for
enhanced data protection.
The laptops have a metal
chassis and weigh around
1.34 kg.
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PRAMA PREMIERES LATEST SEGURITY TEGHNOLOGIES
AND SMART CITY SOLUTIONS AT CONVERGENGE INDIA EXPO

MADE FOR INDIA - MADE BY INDIA - MADE IN INDIA

Prama India participated in
the 33rd edition of the
‘Convergence India Expo’
event to present the latest
Security Technologies and
Smart City and Safe City
solutions. The event was
organised from 23-25 March
at Bharat Mandapam, New
Delhi. The Prama India booth
at ‘Convergence India Expo’
received an overwhelming
response from industry
leaders, tech innovators,
entrepreneurs, and end users
from the IT, Telecom, loT,
Start-ups, Fintech, and Al
ecosystems.

Prama India management

spokesperson said, “PRAMA

SLAGK UPGRADES SLACKBOT WITH NEW Al

has marked its presence by
presenting its latest
innovations at the
Convergence India Expo.
PRAMA showcased the
cutting-edge technologies
and latest security solutions.
This event is a very relevant
platform to showcase Smart
City Mission and Safe City
solutions. PRAMA presented
the latest technologies,
bespoke products and ‘Made-
in-India’ solutions for securing
the Indian cities.”

Prama India's booth at
'Convergence India Expo'
was one of the key attractions
for the visitors. It showcased
the latest products and

solutions, including Safe City
Solution, Smart Retail
Solution, Smart Education
Solution, Alsense
Technology, Network and
Transmission, Mobile
Enforcement, and ADAS.

At the concurrent conference
at ‘Convergence India Expo’,
the agenda covered 12
diverse themes, featuring
eminent speakers across
varied technology streams.
In a panel discussion, A.L.
Narasimhan, Vice President,
Strategic Business Alliances,
Prama India Private Limited,
shared his insights on the
‘Internet of Things (loT) -
Building Scalable & Resilient
loT infrastructure’. During this
session at the conference,
A.L. Narasimhan introduced
PRAMA as a premier Made-
in-India brand. He elaborated
the video security-based loT

solutions provided by PRAMA
across verticals.

Prama India representative,
Prashant Hegde, Vertical
Head- PPOGM, Heavy
Industries & Transportation,
Prama India Private Limited,
participated in a panel
discussion on the theme ‘Al,
Edge & Automation:
Transforming loT system
intelligence’. Convergence
India Expo concluded with
three days of immersive tech,
innovation and global
collaboration.

About Prama India

Founded on the core belief to
put India on the global map for
video security products,
PRAMA is India’s largest and
one of the first companies
truly representing the motto of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. The
indigenous brand, PRAMA
celebrates the maxim of

‘Made for India, Made by
India and Made in India’ and
manufactures high quality
video security products
catering to all the security
needs.

Encouraged by the Indian
government’s ‘Make-in-India’
initiative, Prama India has
established India’s first world-
class manufacturing facility to
help transform India into a
global manufacturing and
export hub for video security
products. The company has a
commitment to empower
India through indigenous
manufacturing of video
security products. Its R&D
Centre has been developed
keeping in mind the ever-
changing technology and
advancements to innovate
and update the hardware and
software solutions.

FEATURES TO TURN IT INTO AN ENTERPRISE AGENT

Slack is bringing more than
30 new artificial intelligence
(Al) features to Slackbot. The
new capabilities for the
Salesforce-owned platform's
Al assistant are aimed at
turning it into an Al agent for
enterprise needs. Most of the
new features take advantage
of the existing apps inside
Slack, which connect third-
party enterprise tools and
platforms with the workspace
messaging platforms. Now
with the agentic extension,
Slackbot can perform
complex work-related tasks
autonomously on behalf of
the user.

Slackbot Is Now an
Enterprise Agent

In a newsroom post, Slack
announced the new features
that are coming to the
platform. The features are
similar to what Anthropic's
Claude Cowork or Microsoft's
Copilot Cowork offer, but with

the ecosystem benefits of
Slack's connected apps and

customer relationship
management (CRM)
systems.

Coming to the new features,
Slackbot can now take notes
in virtual meetings and share
meeting transcriptions with
the participants. But that's not
all. It can also find relevant
information across the
connected apps and
enterprise systems to

contextually surface
actionable recommendations
to users. The Al agent will
work with the established
permissions and governance
builtinside Slack.

The company is also bringing
reusable Al skills to the
Slackbot. With this, users will
have to define a commonly
repeating task a single time,
and then run it automatically
afterwards. Slackbot can
recognise when a prompt

matches a skill and can apply
itdirectly.

Another big inclusion is
support for Anthropic's Model
Context Protocol (MCP). This
will allow Slackbot to connect
to any agent via Agentforce or
connected apps in the
enterprise and complete
tasks. The company says
employees do not have to
define the app, as the
assistant can automatically
find the right path based on
the prompt.

The post also mentions that
Slackbot comes with built-in
customer management
capabilities. With this, it can
read channels, understand
the context, and update the
deals, contacts, and call
notes. Small businesses can
start with Slack and then
scale up to Salesforce when
they want, without having to
migrate anything.

And for those enterprises that

already use the Salesforce
platform, Slackbot can act as
the unified conversational
interface for different tools
and services. It can research
accounts, route cases, and
trigger workflows via natural
language commands, and
users do not have to manually
open any application.
Additionally, later this year,
every new Salesforce
customer will already have
Slack connected with all
these capabilities, without
any extra steps or
configuration. Finally, new
skills are coming to the
Slackbot. The Al assistant is
now equipped with deep
research and voice input
tools. Other new features
include shareable prompts,
and memory access that
allows it to remember how a
user works, their preferences
and workflow. Slackbot then
personalises its behaviour.
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ASUS LAUNGHES BM1AD BUSINESS PG AT RS 46,599

ASUS has announced the
launch of its revolutionary
ASUSPRO Series Desktop
PCs — ‘BM1AD’. The desktop
supports Windows 8 Pro or
other Windows editions. It
features a 4th generation Intel
Core processor, optimised
user friendly BIOS
experience, faster data
transfer with front USB 3.0,
easy sharing with ASUS
WebStorage and sustainable
eco-friendly solution with
ASUS EPU technology.
ASUS realises the
importance of quality,
reliability and flexibility in
today’s competitive
environment, where
productivity returns are the
key benchmark for
investment decisions. The
ASUSPRO Business Series
has been developed with your
business needs in mind —
whatever they are and
however you prioritise them.
Peter Chang, Regional Head
- South Asia and Country
Manager — System Business
Group - ASUS India said, “We
are delighted to introduce the
all new ASUSPRO Series
which is simple, smart PCs
which are suitable for
everyday tasks and a true
companion for the
professional world. It's our
constant effort to deliver
incredible at budget friendly
range with utmost usability.
These next generation
desktops enhance efficiency
at work and ensure smart
performance. We are hopeful
that these desktops will live
up to the expectations for our
existing and prospective
customers.”

ASUSPRO BM1AD Desktop
Smart Performance:

The BM1AD is empowered
with the latest Intel 4th
generation Core processors,

ASUS AIO & Gaming Desktops

Designed to Perform. Engineered to Last

500 L
and support for up to 16GB of
DDR3 memory. The
upgraded computing
performance is able to make
your data computing faster
during your daily work.
Enhancing your or your
company's work efficiency
and saving more time for
doing essential tasks.
Optimised user friendly BIOS
interface: Based on UEFI,
ASUS Pro commercial
desktops provide a user
friendly BIOS interface. The
simple graphic and mouse
controlled interface makes
changing BIOS settings much
fasterand easier.

Rich /0 ports for your
peripherals: ASUS Pro
commercial desktops are
designed with rich I/O ports to
fulfil different office needs.
VGA, DVI and HDMI ports are
available for connecting to
your projector or monitors via
analog or digital signal.
Meanwhile, you can
additionally acquire for serial
port and parallel port if
needed.

Easy connectivity with front
USB 3.0 ports: USB 3.0
transfers data 10X faster than
USB 2.0 while maintaining
complete backward
compatibility. BM1AD
features two front USB 3.0
ports and four USB2.0 on the
rear 1/O; allowing you to
transfer data with ultimate
speed and ease.

V440/470

ASUS WebStorage :

Up to 100GB free space:
Share your pictures, music
and movies with 100GB free
space for one year; so that
you can wirelessly share your
files across multiple devices.
With a keyword search, you
can find the relevantfilesinno
time. Record and upload the
important meeting notes with
snap shots, and then access
them on any devices.
Enhanced Security: ASUS Al
Security is a management
tool that protects your data
from unauthorised access
and computer viruses. It
restricts users’ access to
confidential data, including
enabling or disabling external
USB devices or optical drives’
data writing or reading
capabilities, also reduces the
chances of incursions from
viruses. ASUS commercial
desktops come with industry
standard Kensington Security
Slot and padlock slot for
additional asset management
and security; keeping your
hardware and confidential
datainside well protected.
The Chassis Intrusion Alert
brings up special security
alerts when the case has
been opened, further
ensuring the safety of
components and data.
BM1AD also features ASUS
Secure Delete. It has an
easy-to-use drag and drop
interface that allows the user

to delete all confidential data
securely.

The Trusted Platform Module
(TPM) data security offers a
protected and encapsulated
micro-controller security chip
for safeguarding internal data
structures against real world
threats. This ensures that
information like keys,
passwords, and digital
certificates remains safe from
external attacks, physical
theft, and other types of
intrusion.

Utmost Reliability:

ASUS computers reflect a
tradition of the finest quality,
innovation and longevity.
ASUS Pro Series desktops
are made with the world's
best motherboards and
employ premium solid
capacitors. High quality
components provide utmost
durability, improved longevity,
and enhanced thermal
performance.

ASUS Q-Fan technology
monitors system loads and
temperatures, and modifies
the CPU fan speed
accordingly. When the
system is idle, the fan goes
into low speed mode to lower
noise levels to create a quiet
working environment.
Surpassing international
standards with strict quality
control: Stringent Quality
Vibration Test ensures that
both the construction and
internal components are able
to cope. The Stringent Quality
and Noise Test ensure the
noise levels are reduced to
28dB. All commercial models
are tested to operate in the 0-
degrees C to 50-degrees C
range and in even the most
humid environments safely
for over 70 consecutive
hours. The Line Voltage and
Frequency Test is undertaken
for regional power

MIGROSOFT RELEASES NEW Al MODELS THAT GAN

requirements. Desktops are
likely to experience shocks
during shipping. So ASUS
performs a variety of drop
tests to simulate the transport
process.

Sustainable Eco-friendly
solution: The exclusive ASUS
Energy Processing Unit
(EPU) is the world’s first PC
energy saving controller,
optimising efficiency by
detecting real time CPU loads
and improves efficiency in
different usage types to boost
system stability and expand
product lifespan. As a
recognized highly
environmental friendly
company, every products
ASUS made is designed to be
less harmful to our
environment. ASUS products
are easy to reuse, recycle,
and disassemble, improve
product power efficiency, and
enforces adherence to
hazardous substance
guidelines.

ENERGY STAR qualified
desktop delivers substantial
savings over a conventional
computer. Acquiring with a
high-efficient, 80+ certificated
power supply, you can easily
saving your energy bill with
ASUS pro commercial
desktop. ASUS Pro
commercial desktops are
EPEAT-registered. EPEAT is
the comprehensive global
standard for greener
electronics, offering a
reduced environmental
impact across their lifecycles
and providing lower impact to
our environment. Choosing
eco-friendly ASUS Pro
commercial desktops means
you are helping to protect the
environment.

The ASUSPRO BM1AD
Desktop is available for an
MRP of Rs 46,599 in the
Indian market.

GENERATE IMAGES, AUDIO AND TRANSGRIBE TEXT

Microsoft released three
specialised artificial
intelligence (Al) models on
Thursday, focusing on image
generation, voice generation,
and speech-to-text
transcription. The Redmond-
based tech giant claims that
these models outperform
specialised models from rival
companies, such as Google,

OpenAl, and others. The
models, MAI-Transcribe-1,
MAI-Voice-1, and MAI-

Image-2, are also said to
focus on fast generation and
competitive pricing. These
are currently available via the
Microsoft Foundry, and they
are also being rolled out to
various consumer products.
Microsoft Brings Three New
Al Models

VISIT OUR WEBSITE :

Introducing ‘
MAI-Transcribe-1, MAI-Voice-1& MAI-Image=2

In a newsroom post, the tech
giant introduced the three
new large language models
(LLMs). All of them are
currently available via
Microsoft Foundry and the
MAI Playground. The biggest
highlight is the MAI-
Transcribe-1, which the
company claims delivers
state-of-the-art (SOTA)

speech-to-text transcription
across the 25 most used
languages.

The claims are based on
Microsoft's internal testing on
the FLEURS benchmark. It is
said to outperform Gemini 3.1
Flash and GPT-Transcribe in
error rate. Additionally, the
company says Foundry users
will find it to be the “best price-

performance of any large
cloud provider.”

Coming to MAI-Voice-1, the
LLM is said to generate
“natural, realistic speech, rich
with nuance, emotional
range, and expression.” The
model is also said to deliver
consistent speech and voice
identity during long-form
content generation. Inside
Foundry, the model will also
allow users to create a
custom voice with a few
seconds of audio.

Microsoft claims that this
process is safe and secure. It
is said to generate 60
seconds of audio in a single
second. Notably, the Al model
will also power Copilot Audio
Expressions and Copilot
Podcasts.

Finally, the MAI-Image-2
model builds on the
capabilities of its predecessor
and is said to deliver
improved output quality at a
faster speed. Microsoft
revealed that the model was
created in collaboration with
photographers, designers,
and visual storytellers, and it
focuses on natural lighting,
accurate textures, and clear
in-image text. Notably, WPP
is among the first enterprise
partners to have adopted the
Al model.

The model, similar to the
other two, will be available via
the Microsoft Foundry and the
MAI Playground. Additionally,
it is also rolling out to Copilot,
Bing, and PowerPoint.
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DOT REPORTEDLY EXTENDS SIM
BINDING MANDATE TILL THE END OF 2026

The Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) is
said to have extended the
SIM-binding mandate till the
end of the year. First
announced in November
2025, the directive intends to
curb digital fraud and identity
misuse by ensuring that
registered identities remain
verifiable and linked to
telecom subscriber records at
all times. According to a
report, social media platforms
flagged implementation
struggles, while smartphone
makers also asked for more
time to deploy the mandatory
feature.

Firms Like Apple Said to Have
Flagged Technical
Constraints

Citing sources familiar with
the matter, Moneycontrol
reports that companies were
individually informed about
the extension of the SIM

What You
binding mandate deadline
beginning March 30. “The
department has extended the

timeline and informed all
stakeholders,” the publication
quoted an anonymous source
as saying. Social media and
instant messaging platforms
like Signal, Telegram, and
WhatsApp reportedly cited
implementation challenges.
Popular smartphone makers
and operating system
providers, including Apple

and Google, had also
appealed for an extended
deadline. The report
mentions that Apple pointed
out technical constraints
within the iOS system and
sought more time as it worked
onviable approaches.

WhatsApp's parent company,
Meta, was reportedly in
discussions with the DoT to
settle on a technically feasible
strategy. The instant
messaging platform, is

already working on adding
support for SIM binding in
India, in compliance with the
DoT's directive. The
functionality was first
revealed to be in
development in February,
with suggestions that the app
would inform users that it
must check that their SIM
card is present in their
smartphone.

However, any such feature is
still in the works and is yet to
be rolled out in the public
version of WhatsApp.

What Is SIM Binding?

Issued by the Department of
Telecommunications, it is an
amendment to the
Telecommunication Cyber
Security (TCS) Rules, 2024.
The updated framework has
been notified as the
Telecommunication Cyber
Security (TCS) Amendment
Rules, 2025. The legislation

requires that the messaging
service implement a
continuous SIM validation,
where the user account is
required to remain associated
with the active SIM card that
was in place at the time of
registration. The DoT
mandated a 90-day
implementation period for
service providers.

The scope of the mandate
includes messaging services
that come under the category
of Telecommunication
Identifier User Entities, or
TIUEs. This includes popular
messaging services like
WhatsApp, Telegram, Signal,
Snapchat, and Messenger.
The move is said to be in a bid
to curb the growing instances
of digital impersonation,
financial fraud, online scams,
and misuse of identity, all
carried out via messaging

apps.

GMAIL'S Al INBOX FEATURE WITH SMART PRIORITISATION

ROLLS OUT FOR GOOGLE Al ULTRA SUBSGRIBERS IN THE US

Gmail is rolling out its Al-
powered Inbox feature to
select Google Al Ultra
subscribers in the US,
expanding on the Gemini-
driven updates it introduced
earlier this year. The new
feature adds a dedicated Al
view within Gmail that
highlights priority emails,
surfaces actionable tasks,
and groups less urgent
updates into summaries. It is
said to be designed to reduce
inbox clutter and help users
quickly focus on what matters
most, building on Google's
broader push to integrate Al
more deeply across its email
experience.
Gmail's Al

Inbox Feature

Splits Email Into Two
Sections

Gmail said in an X post that it
has introduced an Al-
powered Inbox with smart
prioritisation and
personalised briefings, now

rolling out in beta to Google Al

o

/,

Ultra subscribers in the US.
The new Al Inbox appears as
a separate view alongside the
traditional inbox and is
designed to surface priority
information, rather than
requiring users to scan
individual emails.

The Al Inbox feature splits
emails into two sections.
While suggested to-dos
highlight messages that need
action, such as bills,
reminders, or deadlines, and
show what needs to be done,
topics to catch up on cover
less urgent updates, grouping
things like travel plans,
events, and purchases into
quick summaries. These
appear as interactive cards
that link back to the original
emails. Al Inbox was first
introduced to a small group of
testers in January and is now
rolling out in beta. It runs on
Gemini 3 and processes data
within what Google describes
as a dedicated privacy

environment. Users can turn
off Al features through Gmail
settings, and the company
says personal Workspace
data is not used to train its Al
models.

The Gmail Al Inbox rollout
builds on earlier Gemini
features in Gmail, like natural
language search, email
summaries, Help Me Write,
and Suggested Replies.
While some of these tools are
available to all users, Al Inbox
is currently limited to Google
Al Ultra subscribers, priced at
$249.99 (roughly Rs. 23,400)
per month in the US. Google
is expected to expand
availability over time as
testing continues.

GOVERNMENT MIGRATES 16.68 LAKH OFFICIAL EMAIL

AGGOUNTS T0 ZOHO GLOUD, SPENDS RS. 180 GRORE

The Government

has
migrated lakhs of official
email accounts to the Zoho
Cloud platform. On
Wednesday, the Union
Minister of State (MoS) and a
key minister within the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY), Jitin Prasada,
informed the Parliament
about the migration and the
associated expenditure. The
move comes after the
ministry announced in
October 2025 that it plans to
upgrade official email
accounts to a cloud-based,
secure, and scalable system,
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ditching the existing legacy
system.

Government Moves Email
Accounts to Zoho Cloud
Prasada told the Parliament,
during the ongoing Budget
Session, that 16.68 lakh
email accounts have been
successfully migrated to the
Zoho Cloud platform. The
total move resulted in an
expenditure of Rs. 180 crore,
the minister stated. At the
same time, he added that the
central government
continues to use the National
Informatics Centre's (NIC)
email services, indicating the
migration was only partway

done.
Notably, this is the first time
the Government has opted for
a private player to secure the
email services for various
ministries and departments.
TMC MPs Rachna Banerjee,
Deepak Dev Adhikari, and
Mala Roy have raised queries
about the financial details of
the move, The Economic
Times reported.

In a written response,
Prasada reportedly said that
the payments are linked to the
actual number of email
accounts that have been
migrated. Zoho is said to be
charging between Rs. 170

and Rs. 300 per account per
month, depending on the total
cloud storage required.
Additionally, the minister
reportedly revealed that the
mailbox sizes vary between
30GB and 100GB.

Prasada also highlighted that
the reason behind the
migration was to ensure that
email accounts associated
with ministries and
departments have a “robust,
sovereign, and secure official
email system.” On the reason
to select Zoho, the MoS
reportedly revealed that the
company was chosen as a
master system integrator

(MSI) via a “transparent and
competitive bidding process”
conducted on the
Government e-Marketplace
(GeM-CPPP). The process
reportedly included proof of
concept evaluation step with
designated government
users.

Despite the wide-scale
migration, the minister stated
that the Government
continues to rely on NIC for
official communication. The
migration is described as a
modernisation exercise to
improve security and
scalability.
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I-PRO UNVEILS GENAI EDGE

GAMERAS FOR REAL-TIME SEGURITY

At the upcoming ISC West
2026, i-PRO Co., Ltd. plans to
unvelil its first line of cameras
powered by generative Al,
offering advanced at-the-
edge capabilities.

Located at booth #26053, the
company will showcase these
cameras, which allow for
direct natural-language
interaction with live video,
removing the need for cloud-
based services or external
servers.

This new development builds
on i-PRQO's earlier
introduction of generative Al
for forensic analysis in 2025,
shifting the technology from
post-event analysis to real-
time operations.

The launch of these cameras
represents a significant
advance in i-PRO's
generative Al strategy, aiming
to enhance live security
operations.

X-Series Fisheye Cameras
The introduction of the X-
Series fisheye cameras
signifies an expansion of
generative Al usage from
forensic applications to
everyday security tasks, such
as live event detection and
real-time alerting. These
cameras operate entirely on-
device, eliminating the

The Edge Al Camera

Using natural language. Real-time understanding. GenAl at the edge.

NEW X-series Fisheye

reliance on external cloud
services or analytics, thus
supporting quicker responses
from security personnel.

By providing immediate
intelligence at the edge, these
cameras assist in quicker and
more informed decision-
making in various security
scenarios. This move towards
at-the-edge generative Al
simplifies operations,
reduces manual setup, and
speeds up response times.
Generative Al at the edge for
real-time operations

The new fisheye cameras are
designed for critical
environments, offering
comprehensive 360-degree
coverage coupled with
advanced imaging and robust
cybersecurity features. Their
generative Al engine is

powered by Ambarella™’s
CV72 Al vision SoC, enabling
on-device, real-time natural-
language detection that
sidesteps traditional pre-set
configurations.

Operators can specify
monitoring conditions in
simple terms, such as
"person lying down," and
receive instant alerts when
such conditions are met,
thanks to the cameras' low-
latency, simplified
deployment. Gerard Figols,
Chief Operating Officer at i-
PRO, noted, "Free text
interaction changes the way
people work with video." He
highlighted the added value
of keeping data secure and
controlled on-site.

Fast investigations with

privacy-focused design

META REPORTEDLY WARNS WHATSAPP USERS

The integration of generative
Al also benefits forensic
investigations. Operators can
perform free text searches
across recorded video,
significantly reducing search
times. With i-PRO Active
Guard using on-camera
metadata, this facilitates
privacy-compliant and
efficient data management.
The system's design helps
minimise manual work and
streamline operations,
fostering more effective
workflows.

Expanding edge intelligence
Al On-Site Learning and Al
Processing Relay are
additional features that
enhance detection
capabilities and integrate Al
functionalities even into non-
Al cameras. This adaptability
ensures the cameras suit
various intricate
environments.
High-performance imaging
The new cameras include a
12.5MP fisheye sensor, which
provides high-definition
panoramic views suited for
both indoor and outdoor
environments. Al Noise
Reduction (AI-NR) is a key
feature, diminishing noise
and motion blur, thereby
offering clearerimages in low-

light scenarios.

This improved imaging
fortifies subsequent Al-based
detection and metadata
generation, ensuring reliable
insights and detection
accuracy.

Open platform with
enterprise-grade security
i-PRO's open architecture
supports Docker containers
for custom or third-party Al
applications, allowing
flexibility and avoiding vendor
lock-in. Security features
such as Secure Boot and
FIPS 140-3 Level 3
compliance ensure these
cameras are fit for high-
security contexts.

Durable outdoor designs
withstand tough conditions,
suited for diverse sites from
transport hubs to public
venues.

Anew standard for panoramic
security

The X-series Fisheye
cameras mitigate blind spots
and infrastructure complexity
by combining expansive
coverage with edge-specific
generative Al.

Organisations benefit from
reduced camera counts and
associated costs, while
enjoying easier installation
and maintenance.

ABOUT FAKE APP SPYING ON ANDROID IPHONE USERS

Meta recently introduced new
scam and fraud protection
tools for the instant
messaging platform
WhatsApp, including a new
device linkage warning
system, designed to alert
users if a suspected bad actor
remotely attempts to take
over a victim's account.
However, hackers have also
started using innovative ways
to target users, especially
with the rise in spyware
adoption. On Wednesday, the
Mark Zuckerberg-led tech
giant issued a statement to
alert users about a fake
WhatsApp app, which is
being used to spy on users,
primarily in Italy, according to
a report. The spyware
reportedly targeted about 200
Android and iPhone users.
Android, iPhone Users
Sideloading Fake WhatsApp
Could Be atRisk

The US-based tech giant, in a
statement given to ltaly's
Agenzia Nazionale Stampa
Associata (ANSA), warned
about a fake WhatsApp app,
which was being used to spy
on approximately 200
Android and iPhone users,
especially in Italy. Meta
reportedly said that the
company has disconnected
the affected accounts and
warned the victims of the

privacy and security risks.

As per the report, the fake
WhatsApp app was created
by Asigint, which is part of
Italy's Cantu-based Sio Spa
Group. The tech giant
believes that hackers at
Asigint employed social
engineering techniques to
dupe a ‘“limited number of
users” into downloading the
spyware, posing as the official
version of WhatsApp. The

bad actors could have been
looking to remotely gain
access to the users' accounts
and devices. The report

| added that it is planning to

send a formal warning to the
Sio Spa-controlled firm “to
cease any malicious activity”.
La Repubblica reports that
Meta claims that spyware
does not exploit any inherent
vulnerabilities within
WhatsApp. Hence, the official
WhatsApp app remains safe
to use. The company is
reportedly urging users in the
EU to download the instant
messaging app from vetted
platforms. The company
reportedly said that it is not
“experiencing a breach of
WhatsApp's official apps,
infrastructure, or encryption”.
Apart from gaining access to
the device, the spyware
potentially gave unchecked
access to a user's chats with

others, as the fake version,
unlike the official WhatsApp
app, does not support end-to-
end encryption, which allows
only devices with the
encryption keys to read the
correspondence between two
users. Similarly, it poses a
maijor privacy risk, as it could
allow hackers to access
private data and credentials
onadevice.

In 2024, Apple allowed users
in 27 EU countries to sideload
apps and third-party
marketplaces, complying with
the Digital Markets Act
(DMA). The option to sideload
apps on Android devices was
already available to users
globally. However, the EU,
with its DMA, stated that
Google and Apple command
a monopoly by only offering
the Play Store and App Store
on Android and iOS devices,
respectively.
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YOUTUBE BACKGROUND PLAYBACK FOR NON-PREMIUM

USERS REPORTEDLY BLOGKED ON THIRD-PARTY BROWSERS

YouTube Premium was
launched in 2018, and the
background playback feature
has been one of the key
features available for
YouTube Premium
subscribers since then. This
functionality allows users to
keep listening to a video even
after minimising the browser
or turning off the phone's

screen. Google has now
reportedly clarified that this
feature is blocked on third-
party mobile browsers.
Previously, non-premium
users were able to access
background playback
through these browsers. The
Google-owned video
streaming platform could
encourage more users to

subscribe to the paid service
with this move.

Google Blocks YouTube
Background Playback on
These Browsers

Citing a Google
spokesperson, Android
Authority reports that a recent
YouTube update disabled
background playback for non-
Premium users. "Background
playbackis a feature intended
to be exclusive for YouTube
Premium members. While
some non-Premium users
may have previously been
able to access this through
mobile web browsers in
certain scenarios, we have
updated the experience to
ensure consistency across all
our platforms," the company
told the publication.

With the latest update, the
audio will now stop
immediately when a non-
Premium user turns the
screen off, or when using
other apps. As per user
reports on Reddit and X, the
change is affecting users on
Samsung Internet, Brave and
Vivaldi. When trying to access
the background workaround,
users are reportedly getting
the “MediaOngoingActivity”
notification before the media
controls disappear entirely.

Users claim that common
fixes, such as clearing the
browser cache and changing
the Picture-in-Picture
settings, are no longer
working. The latest update
appears to be Google's
attempts to push free users to

paying for a subscription.

In India, pricing for the
YouTube Premium plan starts
at Rs. 149 per month, and it
provides ad-free video and
music access with support for
background playback. The
Family plan, which offers the
same benefits for up to five
additional members, costs
Rs. 299 per month. The two-
member plan is priced at Rs.
219 per month.

A YouTube Premium Lite
subscription is also available
in India for Rs. 89 per month.
The Premium plan was
launched in 2018, and
subscribers can access the
content and stream music ad-
free. They can also download
videos to enjoy them anytime
offline.

YOUTUBE REGAP 2025 ROLLED OUT WITH
PERSONALISED GARDS, VIDEO VIEWING INSIGHTS

YouTube has launched its first
year-end Recap for videos on
the main platform, offering
users a summary of their
2025 viewing habits. Until
now, a user's YouTube Recap
existed only within the
YouTube Music app. The new
rollout brings a similar
retrospective experience to
the main service, presenting
an organised snapshot of
what viewers watched most
throughout the year. The
feature comes at a time when
year-end summaries are
common across digital
platforms, and YouTube's
version offers users a clearer
look at their interests and
viewing patterns.

YouTube Recap Is the First
Yearly Breakdown of Video
Viewing Habits

The new YouTube Recap

* YouTube

Your top interests

uses a user's watch history to
generate up to 12 cards that
highlight top channels,
frequently watched topics,
shifts in viewing patterns, and
a personality category based
on content preferences, the
company explained in a blog
post. Personality options
include the Adventurer, Skill
Builder, Sunshiner, Wonder

! YouTube

Rene Ritchie

e

p -

Top 10% of viewers

Seeker, Connector, Dreamer,
and Philosopher.

Some users will also see
music-related data, such as
top artists and songs. Those
who have used YouTube
Music for at least ten hours
will be directed to a separate,
detailed Music Recap within
the YouTube Music app.
Recap appears on the

YouTube homepage and in
the "You' tab on both mobile
and desktop. Meanwhile,
Web users can also visit
youtube.com/recap. The
feature begins rolling out
today in North America and
will expand globally later this
week. Mobile users need the
YouTube app version 18.43 or
higher. YouTube Recaps are
available only for adult
accounts and will remain
accessible until the end of the
year, the company noted.
YouTube says the feature
went through over 50 concept
tests across nine rounds of
user feedback before the final
design was selected.

Alongside the rollout,
YouTube released trend data
for 2025. MrBeast ranked as
the top creator for the sixth
consecutive year, "The Joe

AMAZON'S AWS INTERGONNEGT PREVIEW ANNOUNGED WITH
SUPPORT FOR PRIVATE LINKS BETWEEN GLOUD SERVIGES

Amazon launched the
preview of its new AWS
Interconnect service on
Monday. The new Amazon
Web Service (AWS) tool is a
multicloud service that will
help customers establish
private links between different
cloud services. The preview is
being rolled outin phases and
is presently available in select
“‘“AWS Regions”. Amazon has
partnered with Google's cloud
division to offer the cross-
cloud connectivity solution to
customers. The tech giant will
onboard partners in the
coming months. Moreover, in
the public preview phase,
customers will be able to
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create a preview 1Gbps
connection at no additional
cost. In a blog post, the US-
based tech giant announced
the preview of the AWS
Interconnect, a multicloud
service, which is claimed to
provide “high-speed private
connections" to various cloud
service providers. The
company is initially launching
the service in partnership with
Google Cloud, and plans to
eventually onboard more
partners, like Microsoft Azure
in 2026.

The AWS Interconnect tool
will also fulfil customers'
‘interoperability
requirements” when they are

migrating applications from
one cloud platform to another.
Additionally, it aims to
eliminate complexities that
arise when users are
“managing global multi-
layered networks at scale”.
However, with AWS
Interconnect, they will be able
to establish a private,
“secure” and “high-speed”
network connection, which
has a dedicated bandwidth.

Customers will also be able to
quickly and easily link various
AWS networking services,
like AWS Transit Gateway,
AWS Cloud WAN, and
Amazon VPC, to other cloud
service providers with the

help of AWS Interconnect.
The tech giant claims that this
process could otherwise take
weeks or months. Service
providers can choose to
adopt the same using the
open APl package on GitHub,
Amazon said. The blog post
added that customers can
establish a preview 1Gbps
connection per user at no
extra cost during the public
preview. Meanwhile, after
being generally available, the
preview connections will be
removed by the tech giant
from the respective accounts.
The pricing for AWS
Interconnect will be revealed
ahead of the general rollout.

Rogan Experience" led the
podcast charts, and Bruno
Mars and Lady Gaga's "Die
with a Smile" topped the song
charts.

IMPORTANT NOTIGE

We would like to inform
our esteemed readers,
friends, advertisers,
subscribers and well-
wishers that from now
on, all correspondence,
suggestions and
complaints of Personal
Computer Today should
be sent to our office
address below.

PERSONAL GCOMPUTER TODAY
“Bhavani Krupa”,
Raghuveer Park Band
Street, Opposite
Dr. Rangani Hospital,
New. Ashram Road, Near
Kuwadwa Road,
Rajkot - 360 003

Our dear readers are
hereby informed that the
articles or opinions
published in this magazine
are those of the authors.
The publication should not
be considered as agreeing
or disagreeing with this
matter. And we do not verify
the information about the
advertisements - services
or products published in
this publication. So, it is
necessary to consult an
authorized person before
sending money or using
that service in this matter.
Personal Computer Today
will not be responsible for
any complaint or claim in
this matter.
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